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CHAPTER I:
FOOD PRODUCTION AND CARE FOR THE EARTH:

KEYS TO THE CURRENT DEBATE     

1.- Food production and care for the earth: keys to the current debate

Mainly in Europe, but also in the United States of America, intense debate is
currently going on as regards the production of plant-origin food. In addition to other
issues, the controversy centres around organic farming techniques as opposed to the use
of genetically modified seeds in conventional farming. Organic food and genetically
modified food tend to be presented before public opinion as two clearly separated blocks;
two clearly differentiated methods that seem to be inherently linked to ethico-social and
political options with respect to issues such as international trade, relations with develo-
ping countries, consumer defence and environmental protection. Defenders of both food
production methods tend in this way to situate the crux of the matter in the ethical aspect
of the method they are advocating, completely discrediting that of the other. We believe
this to be a sterile controversy. It merely puts either party on the defensive, thus preclu-
ding the possibility of each one listening to the other’s opinion. Clichés that are fre-
quently resorted to in heated debates hinder understanding and reflection on the positive
aspects the opposing alternative may offer.

Over the last ten years, such conduct has made it difficult to identify synergies,
and those spaces in which it is possible to join forces. To a certain extent, perspective has
been lost. Legislation, at least that enacted by the European Union, has not been of any
great help because, perhaps due to the lack of co-ordination, rather than intentionally, it
has been rejecting certain production methods while favouring others. This may explain
why we feel that the time has come to study in depth exactly where these two points of
view disagree and why, in order to afterwards embark on the search for those points on
which there is agreement. We are encouraged in this endeavour by the conviction that
sustainability and the guarantee of food security for all human beings are goals beyond
compromise. In June 2009, the FAO announced for the first time in history that over one
thousand million people in the world are suffering from hunger: that is to say, one in six1. 

The subject put forward by SIBI in this edition, namely, “Transgenic and ecolo-
gical food: bioethics aspects”, has served to inspire us to analyse, as objectively as pos-
sible, both food production methods within the framework of bioethics in its widest
sense, while at the same time attempting to divest ourselves of any prejudices that we
might have as regards the issue at hand. To this end we will use the definition of Global
Bioethics proposed by Palacios as a guide:

"the discipline concerned with the analysis of the advances and the use of science
and technology in order to propose applicable ethical guidelines to reconcile these dis-
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